THE    GALL    FOR   REARMAMENT

me; but suddenly he interrupted, with a catch in his
voice: 'That's all very well, but don't forget they
gave us the tariff." There was a generation of British
history in the words.

Unhappily, while the domestic position steadily
improved, the international situation became every
day more overcast. In 1934 he had been able to claim:
"While in other countries cuts in pay and reductions
in social services are still having to be faced, while else-
where the taxpayer is still searching in vain for any
relief from his burdens . . . here, at any rate, we can
feel that we have passed the worst, and can venture to
remove a substantial portion of the load we have been
carrying." These high hopes soon faded, and taxation
once more had to be revised, but in the upward
direction. When a Conservative Party Conference
called for rearmament Mr, Chamberlain accepted the
resolution, but only on condition that a rider was
added to the effect that the meeting was willing to pay
for it. Speaking at Glasgow on i4th October, 1935,
he stated the position as it appeared to him:

I am not sure that this trouble we have been
having for the last two or three months would ever
have occurred if this country's Defence Forces had
been stronger. We are satisfied that the time has
come when we must speed up the pace again, and we
must carry out that programme of replacement,
repair, and the filling of gaps which we have already
determined upon. We must carry out that duty in
a much shorter time than we had contemplated.
So we have made up our minds that we must
embark on a new programme of defence. This is not
a decision which can be very agreeable to a